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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 



Office of Factory Inspectors, 

Providence, R. I., January 9th, 1906. 

To His Excellency George H. Utter, 

Governor j State of Rhode Island: 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 1215 of the General 
Laws, I have the honor to submit to you, and through you to the 
General Assembly, this the twelfth annua report of factory inspec- 
tion in this State, covering the inspection of factories, workshops, 
and mercantile establishments during the year ending December 
31, 1905. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. ELLERY HUDSON, 

Chief Factory Inspector. 
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REPORT. 



The Chief Factory Inspector respectfully presents the following 
as the twelfth annual report of the department: 

At the last session of the General Assembly a number of changes 
were made in the factory inspection law, among which was one ex- 
tending the scope of the law. Under the old law the inspectors 
were required to visit only such establishments as employed five 
women and children, while the amended law provides that the 
inspectors shall have under their supervision all places where there 
are five or more persons or any child under sixteen years of age 
•employed. This change brings under the care of the inspectors a 
number of large machine shops, jewelry manufactories, breweries, 
And other manufacturing establishments where only men are em- 
ployed, and numerous smaller places where, in addition to men, 
women and children are employed in numbers less than five, and has 
resulted in a very material increase in the work of the department. 

The present report includes one thousand five hundred and eight 
(1,508) places visited by the inspectors as against six hundred and 
fifty-three reported last year — an increase of eight hundred and 
fifty-five (855), or 131 per cent. There were eight hundred and 
eighty-eight (888) new places visited during the year; but as thirty- 
three (33) of the places mentioned in the last report were reported as 
closed, and consequently do not appear in this year's report, the net 
increase is but eight hundred and fifty-five (855). 

The number of employees in the various establishments was 
divided as follows: 
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Males of sixteen years and over 73,670 

Females of sixteen years and over 38,707 

Total adults 112,377 

Males under sixteen years of age 3,805 

Females under sixteen years of age 3,112 

Whole number of children 6,917 

Total number employed 119,294 

The foregoing shows an increase of twenty-one thousand five 
hundred and ninety-eight (21,598) in the number of men employed; 
an increase of two thousand two hundred and thirty-four (2,234) in 
the number of women employed; an increase of six hundred and 
sixty-three (663) in the number of boys employed; and an increase 
of three hundred and fifty-nine ' (359) in the number of girls em- 
ployed. This makes an increase of twenty-three thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-two (23,832) in the number of adults employed 
and an increase of one thousand and twenty-two (1,022) in the 
number of children employed — a total increase of twenty-four 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-four (24,854) in the whole number 
employed. Of this increase twenty-one thousand nine hundred 
and thirty-nine (21,939) adults and five hundred and ninety-eight 
(598) children were found in the new establishments visited; while 
eighteen hundred and ninety-three (1,893) adults and four hundred 
and twenty-four (424) children should be credited to the places 
reported last year. 

Of the new places visited five hundred and seventy-four (574) 
were located in the city of Providence; eighty-three (83) in the city 
of Woonsocket; seventy-nine (79) in the city of Pawtucket; sixty 
(60) in the city of Newport; and twenty-five (25) in the town of 
Westerly. The remaining sixty-seven (67) places were distributed 
among the different towns. 

The following table shows the number of adults and children 
employed in the State by counties, cities, and towns: 
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The State, Counties, Cities, and Towns. 



THE STATE 

Providence County. . . 

Burrillville 

Central Falls 

Cranston 

Cumberland 

East Providence. . . 

Glocester 

Johnston 

Lincoln 

North Providence. . 
North Smithfield... 

Pawtucket 

Providence 

Scituate 

Smithfield 

Woonsocket 

^Bristol County 

Barrington 

Bristol 

Warren 

Kent County 

Coventry 

East Greenwich. . . . 
Warwick 

^Jewpobt County 

Newport 

Tiverton 

Washington County.. 

Charlestown 

Hopkinton 

North Kingstown. . 

Richmond 

South Kingstown . . 
Westerly 

2 



Adults. 



112,377 

95,691 

2,628 

2,160 

1,088 

4,792 

1,611 

59 

989 

2,559 

1,166 

1,104 

12,843 

53,996 

495 

418 

9,783 

3,676 

40 

2,334 

1,302 

7,461 

1,433 

422 

5,606 

1,523 
919 
604 

4,026 
17 
431 
587 
473 
700 

1,818 



Children. 



6,917 

5,696 

165 

139 

12 

403 

68 

3 

.151 

113 

139 

76 

1,149 

2,359 

77 

35 

807 

223 

5 

116 

102 

770 

134 

23 

613 

113 
14 
99 

115 



3 
12 
13 
56 
31 



Total. 



119,294 

101,387 

2,793 

2,299 

1,100 

5,195 

1,679 

62 

1,140 

2,672 

1,305 

1,180 

13,992 

56,355 

572 

453 

10,590 

3,899 

45 

2,450 

1,404 

8,231 

1,567 

445 

6,219 

1,636 
933 
703 

4,141 
17 
434 
599 
486 
756 

1,849 



Percentage 

of 
children. 



5.8 

5.6 
5.9 
6.0 
1.1 
7.8 
4.1 
4.8 

13.2 
4.3 

10.6 
6.4 
8.2 
4.2 

13.5 
7.4 
7.6 

5.7 

11.1 

4.7 

7.3 

9.4 
8.6 
5.0 
9.9 

6.9 

1.5 

14.1 

2.8 

.7 
2.0 

2.7 
Z.5 
1.7 
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A comparison of the figures in the foregoing table with those given 
in the last year's report will show an increase in the number of 
employees in every county in the State, that of Providence county 
being twenty thousand five hundred and twenty-five (20,525) 
adults and eight hundred and sixty (860) children; Bristol county, 
seven hundred and twenty-four (724) adults and forty-three (43) 
children; Kenty county, four hundred and ninety-five (495) adults 
and thirty-one (31) children; Newport county, eight hundred and 
seventy-eight (878) adults and sixty-two (62) children; Washington 
county, one thousand two hundred and ten (1,210) adults and 
twenty-six (26) children. 

The question of maintaining good conditions in the closets and 
lavatories of the various establishments is an extremely vexing one. 
The procuring of good arrangements does not always insure good 
results. Many instances could* be cited in this connection where 
there are good and even excellent arrangements, and yet, through 
the carelessness or other less excusable propensity of some of those 
who use them, and also the lack of attention on the part of those 
in charge, the conditions are oftentimes rendered poor. It will be 
readily seen that, with over fifteen hundred places under their care, 
the inspectors can not be always on the spot; and that, however 
zealous they may be they cannot succeed in making the conditions 
very much better than those who ought to be most interested will 
them to be. Changes for the better have been and are being made 
in the sanitary arrangements in a number of establishments, and 
the conditions generally are good, but there is still ample room for 
' improvement. 

It is evidently the desire of all the manufacturers and employers of 
labor in the State to comply with the provisions of the law in relation 
to the comfort and welfare of their employees, but there are some 
instances where manufacturers have manifested a very commendable 
interest in the well-being of those in their employ by providing for 
their use dining rooms, reading rooms, libraries, bath rooms, etc., 
thus voluntarily going far beyond the requirements of the law. I 
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am pleased to be able to present in this report photographs of some 
of these improvements, taken from Rhode Island's factory inspection 
exhibit at the World's Fair at St. Louis, and hope they may serve as 
an incentive to others to adopt, so far as practicable a similar course. 
In addition to the firms represented by the photographs shown in 
this report may be mentioned Mr. Joseph E. Fletcher, of the Coronet 
Worsted Company, Mapleville, who takes much interest in the 
welfare of his employees and has built for their accommodation 
a casino with a large hall and with bowling alleys, pool and billard 
tables, reading room, etc. The Wanskuck Company, at Oakland, 
are also very much ahead of the general procession in the matter 
of conveniences furnished for the comfort of their employees. 

The following table gives a summary of the statistics of the re- 
ports of this department for the years that the factory law has been 
in force: 



Year. 



1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1906 



1 

Number 

of places 

visited. 


Number 

of adults 

employed. 


Number 
of children 
employed. 


Total, 
number 
employed. 


294 


55,109 


5,217 


60,326 


293 


53,523 


4,473 


57,996 


379 


50,068 


2,065 


54,133 


355 


56,072 


4,786 


60,858 


433 


63,259 


4,539 


67,798 


549 


72,296 


4,666 


76,692 


595 


76,552 


5,253 


81,805 


617 


81,496 


5,068 


86,564 


628 


86,043 


5,477 


91,520 


644 


90,165 


6,451 


96,616 


653 


88,545 


5,895 


94,444 


1,508 


112,377 


6,917 


119,249 



Percentage 

of 
children. 



8.5 
7.7 
7.5 
7.9 
6.5 
6.0 
6.4 
5.8 
6.0 
6.7 
6.2 
5.8 



The following table shows the number of men, women, boys and 
girls, employed in the textile industries of the State, by counties, 
cities, and towns: 
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Thjb State, Counties, Cities, and Towns. 

THE STATE 

Providence Countt 

Burrillvffle 

Central Fails 

Cranston 

Cumberland 

East Providence 

Gloeester 

Johnston 

Lincoln 

North Providence 

North Smithfield 

Pawtucket 

Providence 

Scituate 

Smithfield 

Woonsocket 

Bristol County 

Barrington 

Bristol 

Warren 

Kent County 

Coventry 

East Greenwich 

Warwick 

Nbwpobt County 

Tiverton 

Washington County 

Hopkinton 

North Kingstown 

Richmond 

South Kingstown 

Westerly 



Men. 



32,732 

26,144 

1,732 

863 

278 

2,447 

309 

48 

632 

1,969 

690 

746 

4,047 

7,816 

302 

278 

8,088 

816 

18 

109 

088 

4,629 
874 
226 

3,429 

290 
290 

1,964 
206 
400 
321 
470 
668 



Women. 



26,286 

20,703 

819 

1,033 

87 

1,863 

98 

11 

467 

690 

476 

369 

4,601 

7,468 

193 

140 

2,628 

771 

22 

136 

614 

2,468 
604 
149 

1,806 

314 
314 

1,040 
98 
187 
162 
230 
373 



Boys 
under 16. 



2,682 

1,919 

76 

60 

8 

209 
19 
2 
68 
89 
76 
64 

423 

621 
37 
23 

266 

92 



22 
70 

467 
63 
17 

377 

60 
60 

54 
2 
6 

7 
29 
10 



Girls 
under 16, 

2,423 

1,970 

88 

40 

4 

175 

5 

1 

83 

24 

63 

22 

516 

591 

40 

12 

306 

63 

5 

16 

32 

311 

71 

6 

234 

39 
39 

60 

1 

6 

6 

27 

10 
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The foregoing table comprises the reports from the establishments 
engaged in the manufacture or finishing of cotton and woolen cloths 
and yarns, silk goods, threads, tapes, braids and twines. The 
number of employees in these industries was divided as follows: 

Males of sixteen years and over 32,732 

Females of sixteen years and over 25,286 

Total adults 58,018 

Males under sixteen years of age 2,582 

Females under sixteen years of age ". 2,423 

Whole number of children 5,005 

Total number employed in textile industries 63,023 

Compared with last year's report these figures show an increase 
of one thousand eight hundred and six (1,806) in the number of men 
employed; an increase of eight hundred and sixty-nine (869) in the 
number of women employed; an increase of one hundred and seventy- 
three (173) in the number of boys employed; and an increase of one 
hundred and seventy-one (171) in the number of girls employed — 
a total increase of three thousand and nineteen (3,019) in the whole 
number employed in the textile industries. 

Under the present law the factory inspectors have authority to 
demand certificates for such children only as are under sixteen 
years of age. If the law could be amended so as to give authority 
to demand, if necessary in case of doubt as to age, certificates for 
any minors, it would be of material aid in enforcing the restrictions 
under the sixteen-years limit. 

That portion of the factory inspection law relating especially to 
child labor has been amended in four important particulars, viz.: 
Raising the age at which children may be employed from twelve 
years to thirteen years, and providing further that on and after 
January 1, 1907, it be raised to fourteen years; providing for a reliable 
certification of the age of children employed; prohibiting the em- 
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ployment of children under sixteen years of age at night; and also 
by inserting after the words " No child under thirteen years of age 
shall be employed" the words "permitted or suffered to work," 
thus prohibiting the heretofore prevalent evil practice of children 
under the legal age of employment going into the factory with their 
older brothers or sisters and serving them as helpers, and at the 
same time fitting themselves to go on the pay roll as regular wage 
earners as soon as they become of legal age. Some of the advocates 
of the foregoing amendments may be surprised to learn that there has 
been an increase, rather than a decrease in the number of children 
employed. But a decrease on account of a change in the age limit 
could not have been expected this year, as the real raise does not 
occur until January 1, 1907, when the limit will be fourteen years. 
The truant law of 1902 placed the age at which children, with a few 
exceptions, could be legally employed at thirteen years; conse- 
quently the requirements were practically the same for the past 
year as for the previous year, and they will remain the same during 
the coming year. I do not believe that even after the fourteen- 
years clause becomes operative there will be, on that account, any 
marked reduction in the number employed. So long as manufactur- 
ing is carried on the youngest persons permitted by law to work 
will be employed to perform certain portions of the labor required 
to produce the goods. The number will be greater or smaller in 
proportion to the volume of business. The factory law as regards the 
employment of children under sixteen years of age is mainly restrict- 
ive and prohibits the employment only of such as are below the min- 
imum age. 

Eighty accidents have been reported during the year, two of 
which were fatal. The fatal accidents were as follows : 

February 4th, 1905. Philip Kane, 25 years of age, employed at 
the Atlantic Mills, Providence, caiiie in contact with an arc-light wire 
and death was almost instantaneous. The cause of the accident was 
carelessness and violation of rules. 

March 14th, 1905. William Halliday, an employee of the Provi* 
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dence Machine Company, Providence. The accident was caused by- 
waste in hip pocket winding on driving shaft in blacksmith shop, 
causing clothing to become wrapped around shaft and whirling the 
body of Halliday against small office structure and sprinkler pipe. 
Death was apparently instantaneous. Halliday's occupation at 
time of accident was that of cleaning oil from drips below hangers. 

Of the other seventy-eight accidents but six were very serious. 
These were as follows: 

November 12th, 1904. John McKenna, thirty-six years of age, 
employed at Sayles Bleacheries, Saylesville. Was putting on a belt 
while the speed was running. The ladder on which he was standing 
was hit by the belt and tipped over and he fell to th& cement floor, 
fracturing his left hip. 

February 1st, 1905. Adolph Leduc, employed at Elizabeth Mill 
No. 2, East Greenwich. His left hand was caught in the clothing 
of a cotton card and injured to an extent that necessitated the 
amputation of the second and middle fingers at knuckle-joint. 

March 31st, 1905. Charles Ewins, 14 years of age, a cleaner in 
ring spinning room at the Clinton Mill, Woonsocket. He removed 
the door which guards the gearing at the end of the frame and began 
cleaning before stopping the frame. His right hand was caught in 
the gears and the two middle fingers injured so badly that amputa- 
tion just below the second joint was necessary; also compound 
fracture of the first and fourth fingers of the same hand. He had, 
but a few moments before the accident, been cautioned by the 
second-hand against cleaning a frame while it was running, and 
notices forbidding the cleaning of machinery while in motion -were 
posted throughout the mill. 

May 4th, 1905. Eugene Joyal, sixteen years of age, employed by 
the Continental Finishing Company, Riverpoint, was caught in a 
can dryer and received a compound fracture of his arm. 

September 23d, 1905. Sirian Zifcak, employed at the Hope 
Worsted Mills, Oakland, as a finishing hand. The second and third 
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fingers of his left hand were caught in a cloth shear and injured so 
badly that it was necessary to amputate them at the first joint. 

The remaining accidents were comparatively slight. One of them, 
however, was followed by an unlooked-for happening. William 
Barber, aged eighteen, employed at Sayles Bleacheries, Saylesville, 
was, on December 23d, 1904, assisting in unloading a freight car, and 
his leg was slightly jammed above the knee. A few days after the 
injury a doctor visited him and found him suffering with pneumonia, 
from which he died. 

I am pleased to acknowledge the faithful and efficient work of my 
assistants, Mrs. Helen M. Jenks and Mr. Joseph Roy. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. ELLERY HUDSON, 

Chief Factory Inspector. 
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FACTORY INSPECTION LAW. 



CHAPTER 1215. 
" OF FACTORY INSPECTION." 

Section 1. No child under thirteen years of age shall, on 
or before the thirty-first day of December, A. D. 1906, and no 
child under fourteen years of age shall, after said thirty-first 
day of December, A. D. 1906, be employed or permitted or 
suffered to work in any factory, manufacturing or business 
establishment within this state; and no child under sixteen 
years of age shall be employed or permitted or suffered to work 
in any factory or manufacturing or business establishment 
within this state between the hours of eight o'clock in the 
afternoon of any day and six o'clock in the forenoon of the 
following day: Provided , however, that this restriction as to 
hours of work shall not apply to mercantile establishments on 
Saturdays, or on either of the four days immediately preceding 
Christmas in each year. No child under sixteen years of age 
shall be employed or permitted or suffered to work in any 
factory or manufacturing or business establishment unless 
said child shall present to the person or corporation employing 
him or her a certificate, given by or under the direction of the 
school committee of the city or town in which said child resides, 
certifying, if said certificate is presented on or before the 
thirty-first day of December, A. D. 1906, that such child has 
completed thirteen years of age, and if said certificate is pre- 
sented after said thirty-first day of December, A. D. 1906, 
that said child has completed fourteen years of age, and stating 
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the name, date, and place of birth of said child, which facts 
shall be substantiated by a duly attested copy of birth certifi- 
cate, baptismal certificate, or passport, stating also the name 
and place of residence of the person having control of such 
child : Provided, however, that all age certificates in force at the 
time of the passage of this act shall be valid until the first day 
of January, A. D. 1906, and no longer. All certificates required 
by this act relating to the qualification of children employed 
in any factory or manufacturing or business establishment 
coming under the provision of this statute shall be kept by the 
employer at the place where such child is employed, and shall 
be shown to the factory inspectors provided for in this chapter, 
or either or any of them, on demand by said inspector or in- 
spectors; and the proprietor or manager of any such factory or 
manufacturing or business establishment who shall refuse to 
show to any factory inspector any such certificate when de- 
mand is made therefor shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor 
and, on conviction, be punished by a fine of not less than ten 
dollars nor more than fifty dollars. When any child employed 
under the provisions of this section leaves his employment, the 
person or corporation by whom such child has been employed 
shall, on demand by said child, deliver to him (or her) the 
certificate on the authority of which such child has been em- 
ployed, or, if such certificate is not demanded by said child, 
shall within two weeks after said child has left the employment 
of said person or corporation send said certificate to the school 
committee which issued it, or such person as the school com- 
mittee may designate. The school committee of each town; 
or such person as the school committee may designate to issue 
the certificates provided for in this section, shall keep on file a 
copy of each certificate granted, together with the evidences 
of the date of birth on the basis of which such certificate is 
granted. The certificates provided for in this section shall 
be uniform throughout the state and in the following form or 
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such substantially similar form as may be approved by the 
secretary of the state board of education. 

"age and schooling certificate. 

"This certifies that I am the (father, mother, guardian, or 
custodian) of (name of child) and that (he or she) 

was born at (name of town or city) in the county 

of (name of county, if known) and state (or 

country) of on the (day and year of birth) 

and is now (number of years and*months) 
old. 

"Signature of (father, mother, guardian, or custodian.) 
l< (Town or city and date.) 

"There personally appeared before me the above-named 
(name of person signing) , and made oath that the 

foregoing certificate by (him or her) signed is true to the best 
of (his or her) knowledge and belief. I hereby approve the 
foregoing certificate of (name of child) height 

(feet and inches) eyes (color) com- 

plexion (fair or dark) hair (color) having no 

sufficient reason to doubt that (he or she) is of the age therein 
certified and is apparently in sound health and physically able 
to perform the work which (he or she) intends to do. 

"This certificate belongs to (name of child in whose behalf 
it is drawn), and is to be surrendered to (him or 

her) whenever (he or she) leaves the service of the corporation 
or employer holding the same; but if not claimed by said child 
within two weeks from such time it shall be returned to the 
school committee or such person as such committee may 
designate. 

" (Signature of person authorized to approve and sign, with 
official character or authority.) 
" (Town or city, and date)." 
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Sec. 2. Every person, firm, or corporation doing business 
within this state employing five or more persons or employing 
any child under sixteen years of age shall be subject to the 
provisions of this chapter, whatever shall be the business con- 
ducted by said person, firm, or corporation: Provided, however, 
that the provisions of this act shall not apply to children 
employed in household service or in agricultural pursuits. 

Sec. 3. The governor shall, in the week following the pas- 
sage of this act, and in the month of January of every third 
year hereafter, apppint, with the advice and consent of the 
senate, one chief and two assistant factory inspectors, one of 
whom shall be a woman, whose term of office shall be three 
year and until their successors shall be so appointed and 
qualified. Any vacancy which may occur in said offices when 
the senate is not in session shall be filled by the governor until 
the next session thereof, when he shall, with the advice and 
consent of the senate, appoint some person to fill such vacancy 
for the remainder of the term. Said inspector shall be em- 
powered to visit and inspect, at all reasonable hours and as 
often as practicable, the factories, workshops, and other estab- 
lishments in this state subject to the provisions of this chapter* 
and shall report to the general assembly of this state at its 
January session in each year, including in said reports the 
name of the factories, the number of such hands employed, 
and the number of hours of work performed in each week. It 
shall also be the duty of said inspectors to enforce the provisions 
of this chapter and prosecute all violation of the same before 
any court of competent jurisdiction in the state. The name 
and residence of any child found working without the certificate 
provided for in section one of this chapter shall be reported by 
the chief factory inspector to the school committee in the city 
or town where such child resides. Said inspectors shall devote 
their whole time and attention to the duties of their respective 
offices, under the direction of the chief inspector. The annual 
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salary of the chief inspector shall be two thousand dollars, and 
each of the assistant inspectors fifteen hundred dollars. 

Sec. 4. All necessary expenses incurred by such inspectors Expenses, 
in the discharge of their duties shall be paid from the funds 
of the state, upon the presentation of proper vouchers for the 
same approved by the governor: Provided, that not more than 
two thousand dollars in the aggregate shall be expended by 
the said inspectors in any one year. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the owner, agent, or lessee Hoisting-shafts 

J ' B ' and well-holes 

of any such factory, manufacturing or mercantile establish* \^^££ pwlf 
ment, where hoisting-shafts or well-holes are used, to cause 
the same to be properly and substantially enclosed or secured 
if, in the opinion of the inspectors, it is necessary to protect 
the life or limbs of those employed in such establishments. 
It shall be the duty of the owners, agent, or lessee to provide 
or to cause to be provided such proper trap or automatic 
doors, so fastened in or at all elevator-ways as to form sub- 
stantial surfaces when closed, and so constructed as to open 
and close by action of the elevator in its passage either ascend- 
ing or descending, if so directed by said factory inspectors or 
either one of them. 

Sec. 6. No minor under sixteen years of age shall be al- Minor under 
lowed to clean machinery while in motion, unless the same is oi f ean e maohin- 

, . i . • i • . .i ©ry while in 

necessary and is approved by said inspectors as not dangerous, motion. Belt- 
ing and gearinj? 

All belting and gearing shall be provided with proper safeguard. to be im"^ 
Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of the owners or superintend- Sported 18 w^tfe 
ent to report in writing to the factory inspectors all fatal Inwhattime - 
accidents within forty-eight hours after their occurrence; and 
all accidents which prevent the injured person or persons from 
returning to work within two weeks after the injury shall, 
within one week after the expiration of such two weeks, be 
reported in writing by the person in charge of such establish- 
ment or place to the said inspectors, stating as fully as pos- 
sible the cause of such accidents. 

14 
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Water-closets 
and separate 
dressing-rooms 
to be provided 
for women and 
girls. 



Duties of in- 
spectors. 



Appeal from 
order of fac- 
tory Inspectors 
to district 
court. 



Sec. 8. Water-closets, earth-closets, or privies shall be 
provided in all places where women and children are em- 
ployed, in such manner as shall, in the judgment of said in- 
spectors, meet the demands of health and propriety. Sep- 
arate dressing-rooms for women and girls shall be provided 
in all establishments where such are deemed a necessity by 
said factory inspectors; and in every manufacturing, me- 
chanical, or mercantile establishment in which women and girls 
are employed there shall be provided, conveniently located, 
seats for such women and girls, and they shall be permitted 
to use them when their duties do not require their standing. 

Sec. 9. If the factory inspectors, or either one of them, 
find that the heating, lighting, ventilation, or sanitary arrange- 
ment of any shop or factory is such as to be injurious to the 
health of the persons employed therein, or that the means of 
egress in case of fire or other disaster is not sufficient or in 
accordance with all the requirements of law, or that the belt- 
ing, shafting, gearing, elevators, drums, and machinery in 
shops and factories are located so as to be dangerous to em- 
ployees, and not sufficiently guarded, or that the vats, pans, 
or structures filled with molten metal or hot liquid are not 
surrounded with proper safeguards for preventing accident 
or injury to those employed at or near them, either or both 
shall notify the proprietor of such factory or workshop to 
make the alterations or additions necessary within ninety days ; 
and if such alterations or additions are not made within ninety 
days from the day of such notice, or within such time as such 
alterations can be made with proper diligence upon the part 
of said proprietors, said proprietors or agents shall be deemed 
guilty of violating the provisions of this chapter, subject, how- 
ever, to the right of appeal as hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 10. Any person who is aggrieved by any order of 
said inspectors may appeal therefrom to the district court of 
the judicial district in which the building which is the subject 
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of the order is situated, by filing his reasons of appeal within 
seven days after the date of the order appealed from, and by 
giving notice thereof to the inspector who made the order 
within forty-eight hours after filing said reasons of appeal; and 
said court shall proceed to hear the said appeal at its first ses- 
sion after such notice shall have been given, and shall approve, 
modify, or revoke said order as it may deem right, subject, 
however, to the right of a jury trial after decision, as pre- 
scribed in section seven of chapter two hundred thirty-seven. 
And any such decision of said court from which a jury trial is 
not claimed shall be final and conclusive. 

Sec. 11. The state shall provide a suitable office for the use Factory inspec- 
tors to have an 
of said factory inspectors; and said factory inspectors shall office. 

have the power to administer oaths or affirmations in cases May adminis- 
ter oaths. 

where persons desire to verify documents connected with the 
proper enforcement of this chapter. 

Sec. 12. Any person or corporation who employs a child ySSJionof the 
under sixteen years of age without the certificate required by thuTohapter. 
section one of this chapter, or who makes a false statement 
in regard to any part required by such certificate or who 
violates any of the provisions of this chapter, or who suf- 
ers or permits any child or woman to be employed in vio- 
lation of its provisions, shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and on conviction shall be punished by a fine, of 
not more than five hundred dollars: Provided, however, that 
this section shall not apply to that portion of section one 
of this chapter which fixes the penalty for the refusal to 
the inspector any certificate provided for that section. 

Sec. 13. A printed copy of this chapter shall be posted by Printed copies 

r of this chapter 

the inspectors in each work-room of every factory, manu- to be posted, 
facturing or mercantile establishment where persons are em- 
ployed who are affected by the provisions of this chapter. 
Sec. 14. The inspectors created by section three of this 
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no?mluired r to chapter shall not be required to give surety nor personal 

give reoogni- . m 

canoe for oosts. recognizance i or costs. 



Pwsedsept.20, AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF AND IN ADDITION TO CHAP- 
! TER 68 OF THE GENERAL LAWS. 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. The factory inspectors created under section 
three of chapter 1215 of the Public Laws shall, in addi- 
tion to their duties therein provided, enforce the provisions 
of section twenty-two, chapter one hundred ninety-eight, 
of the General Laws, and of any acts in amendment 
thereof or in addition thereto, and may prosecute all viola- 
tions of the same before any court of competent jurisdiction 
in the state. 

Sec. 2. The said factory inspectors shall not be required 
to give surety nor personal recognizance for costs in making 
complaints in accordance with the provisions of section one 
of this act. 

Section 22, Chapter 198, of the General Laws, reads as follows : 

"Sec. 22. No minor under sixteen years of age, and no 
woman, shall be employed in laboring in any manufacturing 
establishment more than ten hours in any day, except when 
it is necessary to make repairs to prevent the interruption 
of the ordinary running of the machinery, or when a different 
apportionment of the hours of labor is made for the sole pur- 
pose of making a shorter day's work for one day of the week; 
and in no case shall the hours of labor exceed fifty-eight in a 
week. Every employer shall post in a conspicuous place, in 
every room where such persons are employed, a printed notice 
stating the number of hours' work required of them on each 
day of the week; and the employment of any such person for a 
longer time in any day than so stated shall be deemed a viola- 
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tion of this section, unless it appears that such employment 
is to make up for time lost on some previous day of. the same 
week in consequence of the stopping of machinery upon which 
such person was employed or dependent for employment: 
Provided, that the provisions of this section shall not be con- 
strued to enlarge or impair any restriction placed upon the 
employment of any minor mentioned in chapter sixty-four." 
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AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 108 OF THE GENERAL 

LAWS. 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. Section 15 of Chapter 108 of the General Laws 
is hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 15. Every elevator used for conveying persons or 
goods from one story to another of any building, the well of 
which elevator is not so protected as to be inaccessible from 
without while the elevator is moving, shall have attached to it 
some suitable appliance which shall give automatically, at 
all times, on every floor of said building which it approaches, 
a distinct, audible, warning-signal that said elevator is in 
motion." 

Sec. 2. Section 16 of Chapter 108 of the General Laws, as 
amended by Chapter 921 of the Public Laws, passed Novem- 
ber 22, 1901, is hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 16. All hoistway and elevator openings through 
floors where there is no shaft shall be protected by sufficient 
railings, gates, trap-doors, or other mechanical devices equiv- 
alent thereto, and the same shall be kept closed in the night 
time or when not in use. Every passenger elevator, except 
plunger elevators, shall be provided with some safety arrange- 
ment to prevent falling, and every passenger elevator shall be 
fitted with some suitable device to prevent the elevator car 
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from being started until the door or doors opening into the 
elevator shaft are closed ; and no person under the age of eigh- 
teen years shall take charge [of or operate any passenger 
elevator. 

" It shall be the duty of every inspector of buildings elected 
or empowered under the provisions of this chapter to inspect 
all elevators in every building within his jurisdiction, and it 
shall be the duty of the factory inspectors appointed or em- 
powered under the provisions of Chapter 68 of the General 
Laws to inspect all elevators in every building within their 
jurisdiction in any city or town where there is no inspector 
of buildings, and it shall be the duty of said inspectors of 
buildings and said factory inspectors to notify the lessee and 
owner or some one of the owners of every building in which 
an elevator shall be used or operated contrary to the provisions 
of this and the preceding section, of such violation and require 
the lessee and owner or some one of the owners of said build- 
ing, within thirty days after the receipt of such notice, to com- 
ply with the provisions of said sections, and it shall be the duty 
of said lessee and owner or owners to comply with such require- 
ment. 

"The owner or owners of any building or premises under 
lease, and their servants and agents, may enter upon such 
leased building or premises for the public welfare, with the 
purpose of making said building comply with the provisions of 
this and the preceding section, and may remain thereon dur- 
ing such time as may reasonably be required for the per- 
formance of such work as may be necessary to effect said pur 
pose, interfering with the lessee no more than may be necessary, 

"In all cases in which any person shall suffer injury or in 
which the death of any person shall ensue in consequence of 
the failure of the lessee or owner or owners of any building 
to comply with the provisions of this and the preceding section, 
or in consequence of the failure of said lessee or owner or owners 
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to comply with the written notice and requirement of any in- 
spector of buildings or factory inspector, when made in con- 
formity to the provisions of this and the preceding section, 
such lessee and owner or owners shall be jointly and severally 
liable to any person so injured in an action of trespass on the 
case for damages for such injury, and in case of death such lessee 
-and owner or 'owners shall be jointly and severally liable in 
damages for the injury caused by the death of c$uch person, to 
be recovered by action of trespass on the case, in the same 
manner and for the benefit of the same persons as is provided 
in sections fourteen and fifteen of chapter two hundred thirty- 
three; which action, when the lessee and the owner are non- 
residents, may be commenced by attachment. It shall be 
no defence to said action that the person injured, or whose 
-death ensues as aforesaid, had knowledge that any elevator 
was being operated in said building contrary to the provisions 
of this* and the preceding section, or that such person con- 
tinued to ride in said elevator with said knowledge. 

"The lessee or owner or owners of any building, or in case 
such lessee or owner, or any of them, be non compos mentis, 
or a minor, the guardian of any such lessee or owner, or in 
case such lessee or owner, or any of them, be a non-resident, 
the agent of any such lessee or owner having charge of such 
property, who shall neglect or fail to comply with the provisions 
of this and the preceding section shall be fined not less than 
five dollars nor more than ten dollars for each day that an 
elevator shall be used or operated in said building contrary 
to the provisions of this and the preceding section. In case 
there shall be several such lessees or owners or agents in charge 
of any building in which an elevator shall be used or operated 
contrary to the provisions of this and the preceding section, 
proceedings may be had against any or all of them jointly, 
or against any one of them, for the recovery of such fine." 

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect from and after the first 
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day of October, A. D. 1902, and all acts and parts of acts in- 
consistent herewith are hereby repealed. 



CHAPTER 1009. 

Passed April 4, AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 64 OF THE GENERAL 

1903. 

LAWS, " OF TRUANT CHILDREN, AND OF THE ATTENDANCE 

OF CHILDREN IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS," AND OF ALL 
ACTS PASSED IN AMENDMENT THERETO. 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. Chapter 64 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended so as to read as follows: 
StendTa public "Section 1. Every child who has completed seven years 
w a hat°time in* of life and has not completed fifteen years of life, unless he 

each year. 

has completed in the public schools the elementary studies 
taught in the first eight years of school attendance, exclusive 
of kindergarten instruction, provided for in the course of study 
adopted by the school committee of the city or town wherein 
such child resides, or unless he shall have completed thirteen 
years of life and shall be lawfully employed at labor or at ser- 
vice or engaged in business, shall regularly attend some public 
day school during all the days and hours that the public 
schools are in session in the city, town, or district wherein he 
resides; and every person having under his control a child as 
above described in this section shall cause such child to attend 
school as required by the above-stated provisions of this sec- 
tion, and for every neglect of such duty the person having con- 
trol of such child shall be fined not exceeding twenty dollars: 
exceptor Provided, that if the person so charged shall prove or shall pre- 
sent a certificate, made by or under the direction of the school 
committee of the city or town wherein he resides, setting forth 
that the child has already completed the elementary studies 
above mentioned; or that the child has attended for the re- 
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quired period of time a private day school, or upon private 
instruction, approved by the school committee of the city or 
town where said private school was located or said private 
instruction was given; or that the physical or mental condition 
of the child was such as to render his attendance at school in- 
expedient or impracticable; or that the child, being over 12 
years of age, has been excused in order to be employed, by 
authority of the school committee upon the written recom- 
mendation of the overseer of the poor stating that the child's 
wages are necessary for the support of the family, and also 
upon the written recommendation of the truant officers; or that 
the child was destitute of clothing suitable for attending school 
and that the person having control of said child was unable 
to provide suitable clothing; or that the child was excluded 
from school by virtue of some general law or regulation — then 
such attendance shall not be obligatory nor shall such penalty 
be incurred: but nothing in this section shall be construed to 
allow the absence or irregular attendance of any child who is 
enrolled as a member of any school, or of any child sent to 
school by the person having control of such child. 

"Sec. 2. For the purposes of this chapter the techool com- what private 

. ii.. . school* may be 

mittee shall approve a private school or private instruction approved, 
only when they are satisfied that the period of attendance of 
the pupils in such school or upon such instruction is sub- 
stantially equal to that required by law of a child attending 
a public school in the same city or town; that the teaching 
in such school or such instruction in all studies except foreign 
languages, and any studies not taught in the public schools, 
is in the English language; that such teaching or instruction 
is thorough and efficient; and that registers are kept and re- 
turns to the school committee and truant officers in relation 
to the attendance of pupils are made the same as by the public 
schools. t 

"Sec. 3. The school committee of each city or town shall 

15 
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how a apTOintS annually in the month of December appoint one or more per- 

and duties of. „ » 

sons as truant officers, who shall by virtue of said appoint- 
ment be clothed with the power of special constables and fix 
their compensation, which shall be payable from the appro- 
priation for public schools. The school committee may also 
furnish all necessary supplies and clerical assistance for the 
proper and efficient performance of the duties of the truant 
officer. The school committee of two or more cities or towns 
may appoint the same truant officer or officers, and any school 
committee that appoints teachers or other employees on a 
different tenure of office than annual appointments may appoint 
truant officers on a similar tenure in lieu of the annual ap- 
pointment above mentioned in this section and may fix their 
compensation from time to time. The tenure of office or 
compensation of any truant officer in office in any city or town 
when this act takes effect shall not be abrogated by any of its 
provisions, but every such officer and compensation shall be 
continued and he shall thereupon become a truant officer under 
the provisions of this act. Said truant officers shall, under the 
direction of the school committee, inquire into all cases arising 
under the provisions of this chapter, and shall alone be auth- 
orized, in case of violation of any of the provisions of this 
chapter, to make complaint therefor: they may also serve all 
legal processes issued in pursuance of this chapter, but shall 
not be entitled to receive any fees for such service: Provided, 
however, that in case of the commitment of any person under 
the provisions of any section of this chapter, or for default of 
payment of any fine and costs imposed thereunder, such 
officer shall be entitled to the regular fees allowed by law for 
similar service. 
ofSlSrSSder "Sec. 4. No minor child who has not completed thirteen 
for y b1dden, f age years of life shall be employed to labor or at service, or engage 

when nnlp m 

in business, except during the vacations of the public schools 
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of the city or town wherein such child resides, or as provided 
for by section one of this chapter. 

"Sec. 5. No minor child who has not completed fifteen under 15 years 

of age unless 

years of life shall be employed to labor or at service unless he J^" "£" em* 
shall present to his employer a certificate made by or under the oerttfloate? aln 
direction of the school committee of the city or town wherein 
such child resides; said certificate shall be made on a blank 
and in a form furnished by the secretary of the state board of 
education and shall state the name, place and date of birth 
of said child, the name and residence of the person having con- 
trol of said child. 

"Sec. 6. Every person, whether principal or agent, who Penalty for 

violation of 

shall employ or permit to be employed or shall aid or abet s^t&n e s Cedin * 
the employment to labor or at service of any minor child above 
described in section four, who has not complied with the pro- 
visions above recited in section five, shall for every such of- 
fence or neglect of such duty be fined not exceeding twenty 
dollars. 

" Sec. 7. The truant officers may visit any places or estab- Truant officers 

may visit 

lishments where such minor children as are described in the piJJy^ e °fta™d 

1 . , • * ,1 • j. _ i j x j. • demand of era- 

precedmg sections of this act are employed, to ascertain pioyersare- 

f>ort concern- 
„«™™ , r j r , l L? 1 5 ertain 

and may as often as twice in every year demand from all em- em P loved - 
ployees of such children a report containing the names of 
all children who have not completed fourteen years of life that 
are employed by them, such report' to give the names, ages, 
and residences of all such children; and all employers of such 
children shall, upon request, produce for the inspection of 
the truant officer the certificates prescribed in section five of 
this chapter: and for any refusal to make such reports as are 
above provided for, or for any refusal to produce the above- 
mentioned certificates, any employer of such children shall be 
fined not exceeding ten dollars. 

"Sec. 8. Every habitual truant, that is, every child who 
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Truant officer 
may oomplain 
of an habitual 
truant or habit- 
ual school 
offender, and 
upon convic- 
tion child to be 
committed, 
where. 



Court may 
place suon 
offender on 
probation. 



is required under section one of this chapter to attend school 
and who willfully and habitually absents himself therefrom; 
and every habitual school offender, that is, every child who 
is required to attend school under the provisions of section 
one of this chapter, but who persistently violates the rules and 
regulations of the school which he attends, or otherwise per- 
sistently misbehaves therein, so as to render himself a. fit sub- 
ject for exclusion therefrom, may be complained of by the 
truant officer for being an habitual truant, or habitual school 
offender, as the case may be, and upon such complaint and 
conviction of the offence charged in such complaint, shall be 
committed to the Sockanosset School for Boys, or to the Oak- 
lawn School for Girls, for a period not exceeding his minority : 
Provided, however, that any court or magistrate by whom a child 
has been convicted, of an offence under this chapter may in his 
discretion defer sentence and place such child on probation 
in the custody and control of a truant officer of the city or town 
wherein such child resides, or of a probation officer, for such 
period of time and upon such conditions as said court or magis- 
trate may deem best; and whenever within such period the 
child violates the conditions of his probation, he shall be 
brought into court, and said court or magistrate may in his 
discretion place such child on further probation in the custody 
and control of the state board of charities and correction for 
such period of time and upon such conditions as said court or 
magistrate may deem best: and whenever within such period 
the child violates the condition of his further probation, he 
'shall be brought into court and receive sentence for the offence 
of which he was convicted when he was placed on probation: 
Provided, however, that the child may at any time demand that 
sentence be passed upon him; and also provided, that the court 
or magistrate, whenever convinced that the child has reformed, 
may discontinue the complaint without sentence. 

" Sec. 9. All fines under the provisions of this chapter shall 
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inure and be applied to the support of the public schools in the gw how to 
city or town where the offence was committed. 

"Sec. 10. The district courts of the state shall have juris- jurisdiction of 

district courts. 

diction in their respective districts of all cases arising under 
this chapter. 

"Sec. 11. No officer complaining under any of the pro- Truant officer 

complaining, 

visions of this chapter shall be required to give surety for not required to 

r ■ ^ ° J give surety for 

costs; and such officer shall not in any wise become liable for 0O8t8, 
any costs that may accrue on such complaint. ,, 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect on the first day of Sep- 
tember, 1902, and all acts and parts of acts inconsistent here- 
with are hereby repealed. 



